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Our Mission

Empower people with Parkinson's in British Columbia
by providing resources and services to enable self-
management, self-reliance, and self-advocacy.

What is Parkinson's Disease?

Parkinson's disease is caused by a loss of dopamine
in the brain and is the second most common chronic
neurodegenerative disorder after Alzheimer's disease.
Both motor and non-motor symptoms may be
experienced, such as tremor, rigidity, slowness of
movement, difficulty with speech, sleep disturbance,
and mood disorders. There is currently no known cure.

It is estimated that there are approximately 17,500
individuals living with Parkinson’s in British Columbia.
While most people with Parkinson’s are over 60, 20%
are diagnosed before the age of 50 and many are in
their 30s and 40s.



Executive Message

Dear Friends of Parkinson Society BC,

We are pleased to be presenting another Annual
Report to our community! Although we wish

we were greeting you in less unsettling and
uncertain times globally. Perhaps this provides

an opportune time to reflect on the importance

of mission-driven non-profit organizations — just
like Parkinson Society British Columbia (PSBC) —
which offer continuity, hope, a sense of belonging,

and practical support to their communities. We are

proud to highlight some of the ways that we did
this last year:

ADVANCING RESEARCH

PSBC partnered with the Alzheimer Society

B.C. and Yukon, Michael Smith Health Research
BC, Brain Canada, Branch Out Neurological
Foundation, CLEAR Foundation and the Patrick

& Dulcie Lenox Endowment to launch a new
research funding program focused entirely

on Parkinson’s and Alzheimer's diseases, and
their shared features. We did this because we
know that research into Parkinson’s disease is
more important than ever before, given that it is
predicted to grow by more than 30% over the next
decade. The program will help to build specialized
research networks across BC that can deliver
innovative and cutting-edge research.

SUPPORTING ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE

We have continued to provide financial support
to four Movement Disorders Clinics across

the province to enable greater access to allied
health professionals including speech and
language pathologists, physiotherapists, and
occupational therapists. This investment helps
solidify critical multi-disciplinary care for those
living with Parkinson’s. We are delighted that
Interior and Island Health have continued to
find positions beyond the life of their financial
partnership with PSBC.
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DELIVERING PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

So many of you have used our free exercise programs,
virtual physiotherapy, information and referral service,
counselling, and healthcare navigation services. You
have read our publications, attended our educational
webinars, and joined our activity groups. Our provincial
network of more than 50 support groups, facilitated
by the most compassionate and steadfast volunteers,
means that those living with Parkinson’s in B.C. can
connect with those who share their experience in their
own community.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND LOOKING AHEAD

We are grateful for the ongoing dedication and
support of our volunteers, Board Directors, donors,
staff, and the wider community. Quite simply,

we would not exist and could not do what we do
without you — and that has been the case since the
Society’s inception in 1969! There remains so much
to do — particularly in the area of advocating for
better access to movement disorders specialists in
rural and remote areas of the province, and timely
access to Deep Brain Stimulation surgery. Thank
you for helping us continue to support and uplift the
Parkinson’'s community in British Columbia. Our goal
is that every person touched by this complex disease
has the information and services they need to live
life to the fullest.

With gratitude,

Joanne Baker Andrew Davenport

CEO Board Chair
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Message from our Finance Committee

The Society enters 2026 with reserves equal to nearly 3 years of its historical expenses, which
provides the Board with further opportunity to increase the Society’s impact and reach throughout BC.

To view a copy of our audited 2025 Financial Statements, please visit www.parkinson.bc.ca.
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Special Thanks to Our Supporters

DONATION LEVEL $5,000+
Anonymous (6)

104.3 The Breeze

Aldor Acres

Selen Alpay

Roberta Lando Beiser

Bridge Electric Corp.

Solomon Yun Hin Chin

Craig Family Charitable Fund
(NWM Private Giving Foundation)

Frances A. McClean & Charles J. McNeely,
Jr. IMP Fund (Vancouver Foundation)

Georgia Main Food Group
Marjorie Groves
Catherine Harasym
Jakobsen Foundation

John & Gilberte Thompson Foundation
(Raymond James Canada Foundation)

Linda Leslie

Lewis Family Fund
(NWM Private Giving Foundation)

Mainline Plumbing and Heating 2007 Ltd.
NVIDIA

Jane Osterloh

Holly and Chris Parrish

Pattison Media

Nancy & John Peirce

Private Giving Foundation

Provincial Employees Community
Services Fund

Archibald & Dolores Rodrigues
Albert Roos & Rosalind Best
Stingray Radio Inc.

Telus Fully Managed

The Alan and Doreen Thompson Charitable
Foundation

The Raven Foundation
The Rickshaw Theatre
The River Foundation

UBC Project PATHS

Vista Radio Ltd. (Kelowna)
Chris Vollan

DONATION LEVEL $1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (70)

564913 BC Ltd.

Ambleside Tiddlycove Lions Club
Anavets #290 Gaming Account
Clifford & Carol Anderson

BC Ferry & Marine Workers' Union
Bealight Foundation

Beaver Valley Lions Club

Brian K. Begert

Jill Boileau

Bond Reproductions Inc.

Kathryn Bonitz

Colin & Susan Boyer

Boyer-Miller Foundation

Brunette Machinery Company Inc.
Sylvia & Peter Bull

Canada Life Assurance Company.
Craig Chisholm

Cloverdale Country Farms Inc.
Commonwealth Holding Co. Ltd.
Costco Wholesale Canada Ltd.

Rob & Laura Cruickshank

D & D Services Welding & Fabrication
David & Mary Martin Foundation
Dawn & Axel Rehkatsch Foundation
Dennis & Kathy Meakin Family Foundation
Dezell Construction Co. Ltd.

Irene Dougans

Drs. M. Nicholas & Sandra Lamb Inc.
Duncan Auto Body

Victor Dyck

Terry Ellis

Ralph & Linda Emsland

Equinix Inc.

Murray & Carol Firth

Jeanette Fisher Pynn

Jean H. Flintoft

Fograscher Family Fund
(NWM Private Giving Foundation)

Norm & Pat Francis
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie No. 2831
Matthew Freeman

Abe & Lillian Friesen

Janice & Terry Gibbon

Brian W. Gillespie

Hall Family Fund (Calgary Foundation)
Kenneth Hamlin & Anton Tabakov
Grace Harling

Carolyn Harper

Margaux M. Hennebery

Janice & Rodney Hobbs

Hunter & Hare Clothing Corp

Mark & Angela Hutchinson

I'U of Operating Engineers 115
Sparwood Branch

Imperial Equities Inc.

John Johnson & Eva Maria Moser
K&W Glass Innovations Ltd.

Barry Kenna

John King

Kitsilano Community Centre

Lally Farms

Maureen Legg

Patti Leggett

Marna Leslie

Roberta & Angus Leslie

Marian Lewis-Peel

Robin Louis

Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #1552
Keith & Betty Ann Maclnnes

Diane Marsh

Mary E. Martin

Bill Mathieson & Meg Clarke

Wray McDonnell

Alan & Holly Meadows

Microsoft

Doug & Brenda Morris

Joseph Negraeff

Alison Norman & Brian Pollard
Northbridge General Insurance Corporation
Marilyn & Darcy Olson

Jacqueline Ordronneau

Peter O'Sullivan

Paul Pearlman & Stephanie Soulshy
Iris Pierrot
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Rory & Vicki Polson

Prince George Physiotherapy

David and Elaine Rickards

Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 81

Claire Finch & Steve Russell

Salmo & District Healthcare Auxiliary Society
Sandy & Ellen McCurrach Family Fund

Scotiabank (Spark Community
Engagement Platform)

Nancy Segsworth

Shaw's Enterprises Ltd.

John Sheehan

Laird & Annalee Siemens
Christopher Silvan

Bill & Carol Skjaveland

Bernice & Michael Smerdon

Martti Solin

Sparwood Hose & Fittings

Dr. & L Takahashi

Carole Taylor

Teck Coal Limited

TELUS Friendly Future Foundation
The Cardinal Foundation

The Inn for Women, Chic Boutique
The Pekarsky Family Foundation
Garry & Cheryl Toop

Toop Design Ltd.

Vernon Lions Club

Erika & Daniel VonBank

Werner and Helga Hoing Foundation
Andrea & Barry West

White Rock Elks 431

Malcolm Whittall

Stan & Tilly Wiebe

Kent & Fay Williamson

Wilson M. Beck Insurance Services Inc.
Sherri & Julian Zelazny

DONATION LEVEL $500-$999
Anonymous (153)

Rob Aird

Dean Alexander

Karin & William Arkinstall
Wayne & Patricia Babcock
Georgina Beddome

Jean & Rob Blake

Sheryl Bolton

Evelyn Bowersock

Felicia Chen

Donald Chunn

David & Debbie Couling
Evelyn Davis Johnson
Linda Dawson

Bruce & Delight Dobby
Pierre Ducharme & Allison Haley
Nigel & Joan Fitzpatrick
Steve & Lynda Grisack
Donald & Patti Gunning
Margaret Hanson

Larry Harper

Sandra Harrison
Katharine Hennebery
Linda & Ron Hoyer
Katharina Huang

Chris Huff

Janice Hulse

Marnie Jarvis

Peter M. Jarvis

Simon Kahl

Pat & Bryan Kassa
Barbara Lockyer

Ronald MacRae

Eileen Mate

Max & Margrit Meier
Roger & Dominique Miller

Mary Mowbray
Margaret E. Mutch
Robin & Judith Nelson
Joan Nielsen

Nick Nuraney

Fumiko Oguchi-Chen
Rendy & Brian Olthuis
Dr. Allan Quigley
Deborah & Dave Ralston
Dr. Karla Reimer

Jim & Noreen Rustad
Karin Scarth

Toni & Jon Shapiro
Alberta V. Sirosky
James Smerdon & Grinnell Smerdon
Joan & Richard Smyth
Marc St. Arnault

Julie Steiner

Jasdeep Uppal

Monica & Gary Vaughn
Maire & Duncan Watson
Max Whitney

Kerry & Wendy Winkler
Faye Wong

Catherine Wyse

LEGACY GIFTS

Estate of Constance Irene Burns
Estate of Peter Cornelis Dalm
Estate of Donald James Hunter
Estate of Margo Louise Jakobsen
Estate of Denny Emilio March Mior
Estate of Roger Frederick Ovens
Estate of Arvo Paivarinta

Estate of Kenneth Gilbert Porter
Estate of June Ardith Teal

Estate of Juliette Stenhouse Trust

Note: We strive to ensure that each name is captured, appropriately listed, and correctly spelled.
Please let us know if we have made an error so we can update our records and recognize you in the future.
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Pa rki nSO n,S The “Parkinson’s Ready” program aims to reduce stigma and

enhance support for individuals living with Parkinson's disease

Ready (PD) by training key leaders in the safety, transportation, and
service industries.

Prog ram By improving awareness and understanding of PD, these leaders will
be able to provide positive and supportive experiences for residents
as well as visitors and families impacted by PD. In 2024 & 2025,
PSBC helped deliver 11 trainings to more than 400 individuals.
After attending the program, 82% of participants reported having
adequate knowledge of PD and 75% reported confidence when
interacting with PwP at their workplace and in their personal lives.

000+

volunteer hours contributed to help make Parkinson SuperWalk in BC possible

1,000+

volunteer hours contributed within Programs & Services highlighting the essential
role community members play in expanding our reach across the province

" Parkinson
SuperWalk

Save the Date!

Parkinson SuperWalk will return to British
Columbia on Saturday, September 12, 2026.

Registration opens June 1st, visit:
www.parkinson.bc.ca/superwalk
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Investing in Research

Parkinson Society British Columbia (PSBC) proudly invests in research that advances understanding,
improves care, and moves us closer to a cure for Parkinson'’s disease. Through direct funding and
strategic partnerships — including with the Parkinson Canada Research Program and Michael Smith
Health Research BC — we support clinical studies, pilot projects, fellowships, and innovative research
that address the needs of people living with Parkinson’s in BC and beyond.

FUNDED THROUGH THE PARKINSON
CANADA RESEARCH PROGRAM

Connor Bevington

University of British Columbia

Effects of exercise on brain energetics in
Parkinson’s disease.

Daryl Wile
Exercise snacks for people with Parkinson’s
disease: A pilot randomized controlled trial.

Miguel Angel Perez Castro

University of Toronto

Creating a model with targeted genetic manipulation
of dopaminergic neurons to uncover potential

treatment targets through in vivo CRISPR screenings.

Parichehr Moghaddam

University of British Columbia

Lifestyle interventions in Parkinson’s disease as
an extension of standard clinical care.

Pooja Gandhi

University of Alberta

Exploring the efficacy of the effortful swallow
maneuver for improving swallowing in people
with Parkinson'’s disease.

Stefan Lang

University of British Columbia

Network signatures of non-motor symptom
outcomes following Deep Brain Stimulation in
Parkinson's disease.

LOOKING AHEAD

FUNDED THROUGH MICHAEL SMITH
HEALTH RESEARCH BC

Ifeoluwa Awogbindin

University of Victoria

The impact of SARS-CoV-2 infection/COVID-19
and microglial contribution on the development
and severity of Parkinson's disease.

Jason Chan

Fraser Health Authority

Dynamic functional brain imaging of the

motor and cognitive effects of dopaminergic
medications in patients with Parkinson’s disease.

Lisa Julian
Simon Fraser University
Organelle signaling in stem cell identity specification.

Nicholas See

Simon Fraser University

A chemical biology approach to uncovering
modulators of a Parkinson’s disease-linked protein.

Nika Shakiba

University of British Columbia

Unlocking the competitive potential of pluripotent
stem cells: Towards novel stem cell therapeutics.

We remain committed to supporting both clinical and translational research that improves the lives of
people affected by Parkinson’s disease. As new projects are funded, PSBC will continue to share updates,
outcomes, and discoveries that reflect the impact of your support — bringing hope and progress to the

Parkinson's community.
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Our
Year

In
Review

$150k

raised by community _ e i =& outreach presentations made
members hosting third-party = T« ’ .« for people with Parkinson’s and
events to support PSBC v mmmmese...  healthcare professionals

vone for your,
Thank you everY Yy

d parkinsg
' SuperWgq

T - ~ lectures held for Douglas

SuperWalk
—— College Health Care Assistants
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Gl >~

3 Communication & Swallow
Workshops delivered across BC,
with 63 attendees

raised as a part of Parkinson
SuperWalk
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1,073

15 educational webinars with ; B new counselling & healthcare
1073 registrations - “ ' navigation clients

referrals from healthcare
professionals to PSBC
through PD Connect

THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS

increase in Instagram followers

11%

increase in YouTube subscribers

ﬁ healthcare professionals
. ;;m/?”j * trained in Parkinson's
exercises through PD Warrior

4]

support groups across BC,
providing ongoing connection
and support

new physiotherapy clients
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Vancouver, BC V6E 0C3
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