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Our Mission
Empower people with Parkinson’s in British Columbia 

through providing resources and services to enable 

self-management, self-reliance, and self-advocacy.

What is Parkinson’s Disease?
Parkinson’s disease is caused by a loss of dopamine 

in the brain and is the second most common chronic 

neurodegenerative disorder after Alzheimer’s disease. 

Both motor and non-motor symptoms may be 

experienced, such as tremor, rigidity, slowness of 

movement, difficulty with speech, sleep disturbance, 

and mood disorders. There is currently no known cure.

It is estimated that there are approximately 13,000 

individuals living with Parkinson’s in British Columbia. 

Experts predict that the incidence of Parkinson’s will 

double by 2040. While the vast majority of people with 

Parkinson’s are over 60, 20% are diagnosed before the 

age of 50, and many are in their 30s and 40s.
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Parkinson SuperWalk will return 
to British Columbia the weekend 

of September 11 & 12, 2021.
 

For more information and to register, 
visit: www.parkinson.bc.ca/superwalk

Save the Date!

http://www.parkinson.bc.ca
https://www.facebook.com/ParkinsonSocietyBritishColumbia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC65k63uHIXHFp-stRyQsBaQ
https://twitter.com/parkinsonsbc
https://www.instagram.com/parkinsonsbc/?hl=en


The Statement of Financial Position for the year ended December 31, 2020 
presents very healthy working capital with current assets significantly 
exceeding current liabilities. Parkinson Society BC was the fortunate 
recipient of two unanticipated gifts. We received a very large bequest in 
2020 of ~$1.7 million from the late Elizabeth Fast, and a very significant 
donation of $500,000 from the Fraternal Order of the Eagles Aerie #2075. 
The Society’s investment portfolio now has a market value of $3,849,230 
(2019 $1,666,462) and continues to generate modest returns.

Overall, the 2020 Statement of Revenue and Expenses presents an 
excess of revenue over expenses of $2,255,616 compared to the 2020 
budget that was approved with a planned deficit of $374,439. Fundraising 
revenue, excluding bequests and the gift from the Eagles was $962,806 
and although down from $1,120,351 in 2019, continues to be an important 
part of PSBC’s financial well-being. We are grateful for the continued 
commitment and support of our event participants, volunteers, donors, 
and sponsors especially during this unprecedented time.

During 2020, the Board invested in an innovative approach to advocacy 
by providing incentive funding to two health authorities for provision of a 
team approach in the Victoria and Kelowna Movement Disorder Clinics. 
We invested $500,000 over five years (2020–2024) in each of these health 
regions to improve care. A similar proposal is being discussed for 2021 
with Vancouver Coastal for the Movement Disorder Clinic at UBC.

As well, we have already committed to investing a minimum of $354,241 
in research from 2021 through 2023, in addition to $144,969 in 2020. 
While we continue to fund research through the Parkinson Canada 
Research Program, we also partner with the Michael Smith Foundation for 
Health Research (MSFHR), which matches our research contributions. 

The Society enters 2021 with reserves equal to 26 months of its historical 
expenses, which provides the Board with further opportunity to actualize 
our strategic priorities. The Board continues to review opportunities to 
further increase the Society’s impact and reach throughout BC.  

The past year has presented us with challenges that no one could 
have predicted. With the onset of the COVID-19 public health crisis in 
early 2020, we were confronted with an immediate need to pivot our 
operations in order to continue serving the Parkinson’s community. 
We are proud of what we were able to achieve in the last year – both 
as a community and internally as staff. 

Progress was made to further 
empower BC’s Parkinson’s 
community in the following ways:

Jean Blake CEO Andrew Davenport CHAIR

Executive 
Message

Message from 
Finance Committee

Our Picture of Financial Accountability
To view a copy of our audited 2020 Financial Statements, visit www.parkinson.bc.ca

•	 successfully moving our programs and 

events online – including increasing 

exercise, activities, and education – to 

combat isolation, and keep people 

active and engaged while at home

•	 engaging those without computers 

or internet through mailouts and 

phone calls 

•	 assisting many of our 47 support 

groups to begin meeting online, 

via Zoom

•	 improving access to Duodopa® 

therapy by lifting the annual limit on 

procedures (previously 5) from BC 

PharmaCare’s Special Authority listing

•	 hosting major events virtually, 

including our provincial conference, 

Parkinson SuperWalk, and AGM

•	 providing training in Motivational 

Interviewing for healthcare 

professionals to assist in their care of 

people with Parkinson’s disease

•	 expanding team-based care in 

movement disorder clinics by funding 

a full-time speech pathologist in 

Victoria, and part-time speech 

pathologist, physiotherapist, and 

social worker in Kelowna. These are 

five-year commitments, with local 

health authorities taking over funding 

after five years

•	 continuing to fund leading-edge 

research through both Parkinson 

Canada and the Michael Smith 

Foundation for Health Research 

Despite these challenging times, your support of Parkinson Society 
BC has remained steadfast. We thank you for your donations, 
volunteer hours, sharing of stories, and feedback on our operations. 
We are deeply grateful. 

 
Signed,

Bequests:
$2,216,192 (60%)

Special Events:
$369,544 (10%)

Donations:
$1,045,620 (28.5%)

Investments & Other:
$47,642 (1.5%)

Support Services:
$841,828 (59%)

Fundraising:
$265,485 (19%)

Research:
$144,969 (10%)

Governance &
Administration:

$82,850 (6%)

Public Awareness,
Communication & Advocacy:

$88,250 (6%)

REVENUE
2020

EXPENSES
2020

http://www.parkinson.bc.ca


Thank you to our volunteers who assist with the 
Society’s programs, services, advocacy, and fundraising.

2,566
information and referral 

calls and emails

350
attendees at our virtual 
provincial conference, 

Moving Forward, Together

$301,275
raised across 26 communities 

from Parkinson SuperWalk in BC

$2,286,191
given from the estates 

of six individuals

in-depth 
consultations

147

85
referrals from healthcare 
professionals through our 

PD Connect program

802 100
new counselling 

clients
hours of 

counselling

Our Year in Review

exercise, activity, and 
education webinars serving 

4,635 participants*

186

*Total webinars including those 
that were part of a series.



Doug, Norm, 

and Colin Plumb 

with loved ones at 

White Pine Beach 

for Grit Day

Parkinson Society 

British Columbia CEO, 

Jean Blake (left), and Board 

Director, John Hougan (right), 

accept cheque from Donald 

Chunn (middle) on behalf 

of the Fraternal Order of 

Eagles Aerie #2075

A&W Cruisers 

participating 

in Parkinson 

SuperWalk

Sally Pollock (right) with her team members for Parkinson SuperWalk in Lion’s Bay 

Jim Smerdon leads the 4th annual Full Throttle ride to Whistler 



CORPORATIONS, COMMUNITY AND 
EMPLOYEE GROUPS, FOUNDATIONS 
AND SERVICE CLUBS 
Leadership Circle · $5,000 or more

•	AbbVie Corporation
•	Aldor Acres
•	BMC Networks Inc. 
	 Technology Services
•	Chan Family Foundation
•	Corus Entertainment
•	Frances A. McClean & Charles 
	 McNeely Jr. IMP Fund, held at 
	 Vancouver Foundation
•	James D. Chaplin Family Foundation
•	Lewis Family Fund, held at NWM 
	 Private Giving Foundation
•	Provincial Employees Community 
	 Services Fund
•	Home and Garden Rona
•	The Alan and Doreen Thompson 
	 Charitable Foundation
•	The Raven Foundation
•	TPT Holdings  

CORPORATIONS, COMMUNITY AND 
EMPLOYEE GROUPS, FOUNDATIONS 
AND SERVICE CLUBS 
Benefactors Circle · $1,000-$4,999

•	A&W Restaurant (Newton/Strawberry 
	 Hill/Cloverdale, Surrey/Glenlyon, 
	 and Burnaby)
•	Anonymous (1)
•	Aqueduct Foundation
•	BC Provincial Aerie F.O.E.
•	Blake, Cassels, & Graydon LLC
•	Bond Reproductions Inc.
•	Burnaby Lougheed Lions Club
•	Centra Cares Foundation
•	CN Employees’ and Pensioners’ 
	 Community Fund
•	Creations by Sonia
•	G. Stephens Enterprises
•	Hayman Faith E Law
•	Jakobsen Foundation via Strategic 
	 Charitable Giving Foundation
•	Kamloops Lodge No. 1552 Loyal 
	 Order of Moose
•	Lee & Associates
•	NUTRL Vodka Soda
•	Quiring Trucking and Gravel Sales Ltd.
•	Raymond James Canada Foundation
•	RBC Foundation
•	Rogers Media Inc.
•	Royal Bank Financial Group 
	 Foundation
•	Sunovion Pharmaceuticals 
	 Canada Inc.
•	Werner and Helga Hoing Foundation
•	Wilson M. Beck Insurance 
	 Services Inc.
•	Vesta Properties Ltd.

INDIVIDUALS 
Leadership Circle · $5,000 or more

•	Anonymous (1)
•	Roberta Lando Beiser 
•	Brock Boeser
•	Pierantonio Culos
•	Maureen and Irwin Hafstein
•	Char Kennedy
•	Rex and Karin Marshall
•	John Peirce and Nancy 
	 Hetherington-Peirce
•	Joan Priestman
•	Shelley Schreyer and Cory Walsh 

INDIVIDUALS 
Benefactors Circle · $1,000 – $4,999

•	Anonymous (12)
•	Peter and Marie Baigent
•	Barbara Beazley
•	Jean Blake
•	Merv and Carol Boschman
•	Mike Broderick
•	Sylvia and Peter Bull
•	Joan and Peter Carter
•	Patricia Craig
•	Linda Dawson
•	Bruce and Delight Dobby
•	Victor Dyck
•	Matthew Freeman
•	Janice and Terry Gibbon
•	Elizabeth and David Giesbrecht
•	John Gladiuk
•	Glendinning Family Fund: 
	 In Honour of Bjorn Moller
•	Alan and Marjorie Grinnell
•	Gary and Cathy Harasym
•	Carolyn Harper
•	Don and Ruth Henderson
•	Penny Henderson
•	Margaux M. Hennebery
•	Paula Hess
•	Janice and Rodney Hobbs
•	Gloria and Alan Hope
•	Mark and Angela Hutchinson
•	Ruth and Donald James
•	John Johnson and Eva Maria Moser
•	 Ingrid and Juergen Kahl
•	Sherry Kennedy
•	Maureen Legg
•	Linda Leslie
•	Marna Leslie
•	Roberta and Angus Leslie
•	Diane Marsh
•	Bill Mathieson and Meg Clarke
•	Wray McDonnell
•	Alan and Holly Meadows
•	Doug and Brenda Morris
•	Norah Morrow
•	Margaret E. Mutch 
•	Joseph Negraeff
•	Robin and Judith Nelson

•	Joan Nielsen
•	Alison Norman and Brian Pollard
•	Bob Oliver
•	Marilyn and Darcy Olson
•	Jacqueline Ordronneau
•	Sharon Owens-Avey
•	Holly and Chris Parrish
•	Paul Pearlman and Stephanie Soulsby
•	Elias Pettersson
•	Wilma and Robert Radbourne
•	James Reynolds
•	David and Elaine Rickards
•	Claire Finch and Steve Russell
•	Annalee and Laird Siemens
•	Bernice and John Smerdon
•	Mark Starkey
•	Debra and Geoff Stephens
•	Peter and Gabriele Stojak
•	Suzanne Stothers
•	Jim Stuehmer
•	Geoffrey Swannell
•	Gilberte Thompson
•	Garry and Cheryl Toop
•	Drew Urquhart
•	Gerald and Corina Van Caeseele
•	Case Van Dieman
•	Monica and Gary Vaughn
•	Erika and Daniel VonBank
•	Kyle Watson
•	Andrea West
•	Stan and Tilly Wiebe
•	W. Wood
•	Paul and Marguerite Zakus 

INDIVIDUALS 
Tulip Circle · $500 – $999

•	Anonymous (48)
•	Rob Aird
•	Clifford Anderson
•	Tanya Anderson
•	Karin and William Arkinstall
•	Keith Ashley
•	James Bartlett
•	Georgina and Barry Beddome
•	Brian Begert
•	Jan Piotr Blachut
•	Jill Boileau
•	Kathryn Bonitz
•	Todd Brown
•	Jennifer Calow
•	Kevin and Susan Carlson
•	Jaye Castleden
•	Felicia Chen
•	David and Debbie Couling
•	Barbara Cox and William Reed
•	Diane and Hubert Diagnault
•	Hardeep Deogan
•	Prabhjot Dhillon
•	Gavin Dirom
•	Mrs. Sharon Dyball
•	Margaret Elson

•	Murray and Carol Firth
•	Jeanette Fisher Pynn
•	Jean H. Flintoft
•	Norm and Pat Francis
•	Gerald and Margo Gartner
•	Brian Gfroerer
•	Larry Gifford
•	William Glover
•	Heather Goertzen
•	Donald and Patti Gunning
•	Brent and Terry Hancock
•	Margaret Hanson
•	Sandra Harrison
•	Katharine Hennebery
•	Bruce and Bernadette Hirtle
•	Stephanie Hockley
•	Linda and Ron Hoyer
•	Seymour Investments
•	Penny Jennings
•	Jeff and Wendy Keeble
•	George and Helen Kerr
•	Trish Kimble
•	Diane Klassen
•	Ruth and Alf Konrad
•	Gerald and Debbie Koroll
•	Wiesia Kujawa
•	Marian Lewis-Peel
•	Barbara Lockyer
•	Colin and Kate MacBeath
•	Olivia and Matthew MacLean
•	Jim and Evonne MacLeod
•	John and Mary Manuel
•	Stewart Marshall
•	Eileen Mate
•	George and Patricia Mauch
•	Barry and Barbara McBride
•	Nora McCallum
•	Ellen McCurrach
•	Shirley McGillivray
•	Roger and Dominique Miller
•	Bjorn and Rochelle Moller
•	Mary Mowbray
•	Anthony Muzzillo
•	Cameron and Diana Neil
•	Nick Nuraney
•	Gordon and Wendy Olinger
•	Rendy and Brian Olthuis
•	James Osborne
•	Alec Page
•	Geoffrey Parkhurst
•	Allan and Carole Parrish
•	Helen Petre
•	 Iris Pierrot
•	Colin Plumb
•	David Probst
•	Dr. Karla Reimer
•	Brenda Reynolds
•	Jim and Noreen Rustad
•	Brad and Tracy Schreyer
•	Andrew Scott and Katherine Johnston
•	Toni and Jon Shapiro
•	David Simmons and the Late 

	 Carolyn Simmons
•	Robert and Alex Skelly
•	Bill and Carol Skjaveland
•	Bill and Myrt Smeaton
•	James Smerdon and Deana 
	 Grinnell-Smerdon
•	Richard and Joan Smyth
•	Marc St. Arnault
•	Linda Starke
•	Janet Stuehmer and Richard Hutton
•	Lyn Blanchard and Valerie Swannell
•	Dr. Jennifer L. Takahashi
•	Carole Taylor
•	Jack and Ann Thomson
•	Tracey and Anibal Valente
•	Judy Vogt
•	Christopher Vollan
•	June Wakefield
•	Val Walters
•	Max Whitney
•	James Wiggins
•	Jennifer E. Williams
•	Kerry and Wendy Winkler
•	Valerie Zilinski
•	The Late Anne Zukiwski 

LEGACY GIFTS

•	Estate of Betty Kinaschuk
•	Estate of Elizabeth Fast
•	Estate of Geraldine Biely
•	Estate of Judith Ellen Henry
•	Estate of Juliette Stenhouse Trust
•	Estate of Rita Jo-Ann Johnston 

PARTNERSHIP CIRCLE 
Acknowledging Exceptional 
Contributions
•	Fraternal Order of Eagles 
	 Vancouver Aerie No. 2075

Special Thanks to 
Our Supporters

Note: We strive to ensure that each 
name is appropriately listed and 
spelled. Please let us know if we have 
made an error so we may correctly 
recognize you in the future.




